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On the 6th of October Sheridan commenced re- CHAP, xvi
tiring down the Valley, taking or destroying all the
food and forage, and driving the cattle before him,
Early following. At Fisher's Hill Sheridan turned
his cavalry back on that of Early, which, under the
lead of Eosser, was pursuing closely, and routed it
most completely, capturing eleven guns and a large
number of prisoners. Sheridan lost only about
sixty men. His cavalry pursued the enemy back
some twenty-five miles. On the 10th of October
the inarch down the Valley was again resumed, 51
Early again following.

I now ordered Sheridan to halt, and to improve
the opportunity, if afforded by the enemy's having
been sufficiently weakened, to move back again and
cut the James River Canal and Virginia Central
railroad. But this order had to go through Wash-
ington, where it was intercepted; and when Sheri-
dan received what purported to be a statement of
what I wanted him to do, it was something entirely
different. Halleck informed Sheridan that it was IMCL 345
my wish for him to hold a forward position as a
base from which to act against Charlottesville and
' Grordonsville; that he should fortify this position
and provision it.

Sheridan objected to this most decidedly; and I
was impelled to telegraph him, on the 14th, as

follows:

CITY POINT, VIRGINIA,
October 14, 1864, 12: 30 P.M.
MAJOR-GENERAL SHERIDAN,
Cedar Creek, Virginia:

What I want is for yon to threaten the Virginia Central    ibid. 363
railroad and canal in the manner your judgment tells you
is best, holding yourself ready to advance if the enemy. XVI
